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NEWSchool Bus Run Program
As of last week, we have started a pilot school
bus run program! We’ve been dreaming of this
program for years, but haven’t had the means
to implement it until now.
Merewether Public School (MPS) is the
primary school that we partner with and
unfortunately, there are many children whose
attendance rates have fallen to only 30%
attendance of school days so far this year or
aren’t arriving at school until mid-morning.
This is detrimental to the children’s learning as all essential reading, writing, literacy
and numeracy skills are taught first thing in the morning.
This puts these children at huge risk of family intervention by the Department of
Education and Department of Communities and Justice, as the children’s educational
and development needs aren’t being met.

This new program targets these vulnerable students, with the lowest attendance
rates to support them in getting to school early EVERY morning. This allows the
students to also participate in the free breakfast program that we run through MPS
each morning. These at-risk children then not only get to school on time, but also
receive a nutritious breakfast each day.
This program has been made possible
through a partnership with an organisation
called Mission to Seafarers, who’ve generously
committed to providing us with a bus and a
driver each morning free of charge for this
program.
We’re looking forward to seeing how it develops
over this school term and hopefully expands in
the future to reach more vulnerable children!
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ABC News Story
In May this year, Bindi Bryce from the ABC news aired a story on LIVEfree Project and a
few of the programs and services we provide. We’re so grateful to have been covered
in this story, which focused on one of our families:
Susie McMullin is a single mother of three girls, at
the beginning of the year Susie had an unfortunate
accident at the beach where she injured her leg,
Susie was in a wheelchair for a month and is
currently still on crutches. This has made life very
difficult for Susie's family, as she tries to provide for
her children and walk them to school every
morning. We’ve had the privilege of supporting
Susie’s family through this situation and many
others, through our Inspire Women, Smile & Thrive
Dental, Medical Advocacy and Support, transport
and Doorstep Delivery programs.

“... people from the LIVEfree Project have seen me go through it all... like the good,
the bad and the ugly and they've been there supporting me throughout all of it. No
judgement, no questions, just support and love...there's nothing that I can't go
through that I can't share with them."
Susie
It’s been a privilege supporting Susie’s family, we love journeying alongside
families like Susie’s to support them through different hardships in life and watch
them grow.

'Life is hard and just that privilege of
being able to walk with people through
it...I don't ever get tired of it.'
Chris Jones, LIVEfree Project Director
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A Message From Our Project Director
As the cold weather signals the winter season that is
well and truly upon us, I am reminded new seasons
bring growth and change. It’s been an incredible
season for us at LIVEfree PROJECT these past 6
months, we’ve had moments that have left us pinching
ourselves in disbelief of the opportunities that have
come our way.
The incredible opportunity for LIVEfree PROJECT to be
featured on NATIONAL TV and RADIO thanks to a feature
story from ABC News on our work with one of our local
mums, Susie.

It was just an amazing opportunity for us to be seen and for her story to be heard - we
are grateful for Susie’s bravery, the vulnerability she shared and for how the ABC
captured her story.
Our services have continued to grow with the introduction of a school bus run, this
program targets the students at Merewether Public school with the lowest attendance
rates, with the aim to improve their learning by facilitating a more stable education for
them. Our goal is always to prioritise the provision of early intervention care to our
community, so this is an exciting opportunity to do so!
To our staff who carry the everyday load of engaging and loving our community,
thank you never seems enough. To our volunteers we are so thankful that you stand
with us and have captured the project in your hearts.
As we reflect on these remarkable moments, we’re quick to remember the many
people who have helped shoulder the load of the everyday commitments we have at
the Project.
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To our INCREDIBLE SPONSORS… THANKYOU! - We’re
here because you continue to recognise our work in the
community and have responded with your BIG
BEAUTIFUL hearts.
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Employee Spotlight
Get to know us here at LIVEfree Project! Our employee spotlight section highlights a
different individual from our amazing team each issue. These are just some of the
beautiful people that help to make things happen here at LIVEfree Project.

Introducing ....

Rachel Gaunt
My name is Rachel I’m a Mum of two
gorgeous kids and a Wellbeing Worker here
at LIVEfree Project.
I have a Bachelor of Aboriginal Studies and am
in my last Semester of a Bachelor of Ministry. I
am passionate about stamping out injustice
and racism and seeing people get connected
with services and community.
Every day at the project is different. Sometimes I help someone get to an
appointment or deliver groceries, other days I am facilitating group activities for
women that bring connection and empowerment.

"What I love is walking alongside people in their journey and supporting
them in the good and the bad. It's a privilege to be trusted with someone's
story.”
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Grassroots Sponsorship
As a small charity we are up against large organisations to win grants and are often
overlooked, but we are persistent because what we offer on the ground is so effective
and personal!
However, with COVID-19 restrictions making it
difficult to meet together for fundraisers, we need
your help now more than ever, as 55% of our
income is from private donors. Ordinary people, like
you, who choose to be generous.
We love our local community, our organisation
reaches more disadvantaged families each year
and we have some big dreams for this year and
beyond, but we need your help to do so.

Are you a part of a business or large organisation looking to give
back to the community?
See our sponsorship packs
Join our $21 for Twenty 21
sponsorship and donate $21 every
month for the rest of Twenty 21.
A small amount, given by many
people, can change everything.

Be a part of that
change today.
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Keep up with LIVEfree Project

Visit our website and subscribe to our email list here

Contact us at:
Email: chris@livefreeproject.org.au
Address: 486 Glebe Rd, Adamstown

Ph: 0412 429 193

Want to make a once off donation?
All donations over $2 are tax deductible
BSB: 650 000
Account: 5308 62708
Name: Livefree Project

Or use PayPal Here

If you require a receipt to claim a tax
deduction,
please send an email with details of your
donation to:
Kerrie@livefreeproject.org.au & we will
email you a receipt.
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